
 

Csepel – your partner in European cooperation 

Dear Reader, 
 
The purpose of this short introduction to inform you about Csepel Municipality, District 21 of 
Budapest and Csepel Municipal Urban and Economic Development Non-profit Ltd. from Hungary. Our 
goal is to actively participate in transnational projects offering our experience as former lead partner 
of ReTiNa1 and as successful managers of large scale urban regeneration projects supported by ERDF 
and ESF during the past decade. We are a public sector partner with secure financial background and 
dedicated staff to implement multiple-year projects of high quality. 
 
Our ambition is to join transnational project partnerships possibly at an early stage, that plan activities 
related to the following issues: 

- sustainable and CO2 neutral transportation: enhancing environmentally friendly modes of 
transportation (both public transport and logistics); 

- inland port development; 
- reviving historic industrial neighbourhoods: brownfield regeneration for future business, 

building partnerships with local businesses, innovative reuse of vacant industrial/ commercial 
properties; 

- circular economy: developing partnerships among firms and to involve citizens; 
- nature in the city: enhancing living quality by expanding and revitalizing urban green areas; 
- re-naturalization and sustainable recreation of urban riverfront areas; 
- improving the energy efficiency of large scale housing estates and suburban housing; 
- building healthy communities through sports and education; 
- skills and capacity development to prepare the local population for the new demands on the 

labour market; 
- industrial, urban tourism developments. 

 
Csepel has multiple connecting points to a wide variety of projects:  

- it has the size of a town but it is part of Budapest as District 21; 
- it is a historic industrial city with a large urban industrial brownfield; 
- it has the largest inland port in Hungary and an important container terminal; 
- it has extensive housing estates built during the 1960s and 1970s; 
- it has an outdated city centre with considerable development potential; 
- is located on an island, surrounded by the branches of the river Danube, along which there 

are nature conservation and green recreation areas; 
- limited accessibility and competitiveness of suburban areas are major challenges; 
- it has a large number of top quality early age education (kindergarten) facilities and nursery 

homes; 
- Csepel is open to new ideas and has strong commitment to improve the life of local residents 

and firms located in the district. 
 

                                                           
1 http://www.southeast-europe.net/en/projects/approved_projects/?id=94  

http://www.southeast-europe.net/en/projects/approved_projects/?id=94


Csepel, the 21st District of Budapest, within the 
Capital of Hungary, it occupies 25.8 km2 area on 
the north-western part of the Csepel Island. The 
7 km wide and 48 km long island is surrounded 
by the branches of the Danube river, with a 
surface of 257 km2. 

 
 
A Future Defined by History 
Archaeological findings prove Csepel Island was 
already populated as early as the Copper Age. 
There are written records of a fortress for cavalry 
built on the island by the Roman Empire. Later, 
at the time of the Hungarian conquest of the 
Carpathian basin (895 AD), the area was 
populated and became the seat of the leader of 
the alliance of Hungarian tribes, Árpád and his 
clan.  
 
The district is most famous for its more recent 
history: its industrial heritage. At the end of the 
19th century the Weiss brothers have set up their 
ammunition factory in Csepel that during the 
following decades became one of the largest 
heavy-industrial production centres of Hungary. 
During the 1930s the Weiss Manfréd Works 
employed some 30.000 people.  
 
Csepel is also the home of Budapest Freeport, 
founded in 1935 grown into the biggest freight 
transportation port of Hungary, located on the 
Danube-Rhine TEN-T corridor. To the North from 
the historic industrial district of Weiss Manfred 
Works, the port developed into a multi-modal 
transportation hub and a modern logistic and 
industrial park and container terminal hosting 
over 70 transportation and logistics companies.  
Since 1950 Csepel is part of Budapest, as District 
21 of the Hungarian Capital. Surrounded by the 
river Danube, Csepel is home for 82,500 people. 
Considering the age of its inhabitants, Csepel is 
the youngest district of Budapest. 
 
Due to its industrial heritage, it is considered a 
working-class district, however some parts are 
clearly more suburban in character. The key 
industries represented are a paper mill, a power 
plant, iron-, copper, and aluminium foundries 
and several metal processing, metal structure 
manufacturing and machine tool production 
plants. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  



Urban renewal in Csepel 
Csepel has been very active during the past 
decade in utilizing European Union regional and 
social funds to revitalize its neighbourhoods and 
to enhance the living quality of its residents. 
Programs targeted cutting CO2 emissions, 
improving the green parks, developing education 
and healthcare facilities, improving public 
infrastructure, installing new playgrounds and 
childcare facilities and to improve the public 
transportation.  
 
Several housing estates were modernized, public 
spaces refurbished, new and improved social 
and educational services developed. Programs 
were managed in the value of 15 million EUR 
during the past 3 years. 
 
 
Natural heritage 
One might think that Csepel’s skyline is 
dominated by modernist housing estates and 
factory chimneys. As there are many industrial 
plants operating in the district, the Municipality 
pays particular attention to the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment and to 
the quality of public spaces, with the ambition to 
provide green and safe living environments in all 
of the residential neighbourhoods.  
 
Both Danube branches that surround the district 
are declared Natura 2000 sites, and as such 
enjoy protection, as well as the walkway along 
the riverbank of the Ráckeve-Soroksár Danube 
branch (RSD), the Csepel thermal bath and 
Tamariska-hill.  

 

Partnership search 
Csepel intends to cooperate with other 
European cities and institutions to further 
develop and successfully implement its urban 
and economic development strategy. We can be 
your partner as a municipality or as a municipal 
agency.  
 
For more details contact Mr. Gábor Soóki-Tóth, 
project lead at: 
sooki-toth.gabor@varosfejlesztes21.eu 
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